Dr. J. KERR LOVE (President) showed his double instrument for tonsillar operations, as a supplement to the instrument shown at the Section's last meeting by Mr. Tweedie. [May 2, 1925 The Mastoid Emissary Vein and its Surgical Importance.
By ARTHUR CHEATLE, F.R.C.S.
ANATOMY. THE mastoid vein is treated with scant courtesy by anatomists and with still less by aural surgeons. Even Politzer does not mention it, except in connexion with " Griesinger's sign" in septic thrombosis of the lateral sinus and extension along the vein. Yet it is of interest as having a distinguished ancestry in being the remains of the primitive jugular vein, and sometimes it is of great surgical importance. In the greater number of specimens the vein is present; is single, and small; originates on the outer edge of the lateral sinus groove just below the bend; has a short course in the substance of the bone in an upward and backward direction; opens on the surface just behind the upper posterior edge of the base of the mastoid process on a level with the roof of the bony auditory meatus, to enter into the occipital or posterior auricular vein, then to form part of the external jugular vein. Being a vestige, it is 'subject to variation in every particular, and I show you instances which I have met with in my collection, and in the skulls at the Royal College of Surgeons' Museum. I must say at once that the investigation has been made in the canal of the dry bone only, a procedu;re to which there are some drawbacks, one being that a branch of the occipital artery passes through the same canal, and it may be that when the canal is duplicated, one of these is for that vessel.
Presence.-It is not uncommon for all traces of the vein to be absent bilaterally or unilaterally; I suppose that in the course of time the vein will disappear altogether.
Size.-The canal may be the size of a mere thread, or of a wax match, or from * to I of an inch in diameter. In two skulls it was nearly n inch, and as these cases are of special importance, I shall describe them separately. The veins with a canal of 1 of an inch or more in diameter must certainly make a great difference in the size of the external jugular vein, and it is possible that the canal would show in an X-ray photograph in the living subject. Those of A of an inch or more are certainly seen in the empty cleaned dry skull, as can be noted among the photographs shown. The groove for the lateral sinus below the origin of a large mastoid vein appears smaller.
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